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Date: 5 February 2018

Venue: European University Institute 
(Florence), Villa Salviati, Sala degli 
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Time: 9am–5.30pm

Convenors:  Ann Thomson (EUI), 
Giovanni Tarantino (CHE/UWA & KHK/
Ruhr University Bochum)

Free event but booking essential

Contact: Francesca Parenti  at  
francesca.parenti@eui.eu

Mediterranean Encounters: 
People in Motion

This workshop will examine people on the move and contacts 
between different cultures in the Mediterranean world. On the one 
hand, travel accounts provide a rich source for exploring the 
emotions involved in intercultural encounters, but the contacts of 
various types of travellers (diplomats, merchants, as well also 
others travelling professionally or forced into exile) can also be 
explored through their private correspondence. The trajectories of 
individuals who changed both culture and religion, whether by force 
or choice, can also be fruitfully explored through the prism of 
emotions. The emotions involved in intercultural encounters are 
more varied than is often assumed in studies of ‘Orientalism’, and 
can thus help to shed new light on Mediterranean history. This 
workshop will provide an opportunity to reflect on how studying the 
great variety of Mediterranean encounters through the lens of 
emotions can enrich our understanding of them.

EMOTIONS
MAKE
HISTORY
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Programme

5 FEBRUARY 2018  
EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE (FLORENCE) 
VILLA SALVIATI, SALA DEGLI STEMMI
9.00–9.30 Introduction: Ann Thomson (EUI) and Giovanni Tarantino (CHE/UWA & KHK/

Ruhr University Bochum)
SESSION 1    Chair: Rolando Minuti (University of Florence)

9.30–11.00 • Luca Molà (EUI): 'Merchants and Artisans on the Move: Emotional 
Responses to Foreign Environments'

• David Do Paço (Sciences-Po Paris): 'An Empire of Emotions: Picturing 
Ottoman Cities in Evliya Çelebi’s Travelogues'

11.00–11.30 COFFEE BREAK 

SESSION 2    Chair:  Luisa Simonutti (CNR-ISPF, Milan) 

11.30–13.00 • Raffaella Sarti (University of Urbino): '"Egli ed io ben ravvisatici ci 
abbracciammo, vedendolo carico di catene come schiavo": Hostility, 
Curiosity and Sympathy in Early Modern Mediterranean Slavery'

• John Slight (Open University): 'British Converts to Islam in the 
Mediterranean World'

13.00–14.30 LUNCH

SESSION 3     Chair: Katrina O’Loughlin (ECCE, Zagreb & UWA)  

14.30–16.00 • Maurizio Isabella (Queen Mary University of London): 'Identity, Conflict and 
Migration in the Mediterranean, c.1815–1830' 

• Pablo Hernandez Sau (EUI): 'Beyond ‘Mediterranean’ Encounters? The 
Boulignys’ Correspondence and Mobile Experiences Across the World 
(1760–1800)'

16.00–16.30 TEA BREAK 

ROUND TABLE    Chair: Mirko Sardelic (ECCE, Zagreb & UWA)

16.30–17.30 Nadia Al-Bagdadi (IAS-CEU), Borut Klabjan (EUI), Anthony Molho (EUI), 
Stefania Pastore (SNS Pisa), Ann Thomson (EUI)



ABSTRACTS & BIOS

An Empire of Emotions: Picturing 
Ottoman Cities in Evliya Çelebi’s 
Travelogues, Second Half of the 
Seventeenth Century

DAVID DO PAÇO  
(Sciences-Po Paris) 

Travelling throughout the Ottoman Empire in the 
second half of the seventeenth century, the dervis 
Evliya Çelebi recorded many accounts and pieces of 
knowledge about the Ottoman Empire he acquired 
from his contemporaries. He aimed for a better 
understanding of the different provinces and cities 
under the Sultan’s rule and in so doing he intended 
to achieve his jihad. Of course his travelogues are 
literary accounts that embellish or depreciate the 
societies they describe, but they also give us a sense 
of what this composite and plural monarchy called 
the Ottoman Empire was: an empire of emotions. 
This presentation will compare the different ways 
Evliya Çelebi expressed his emotions when he 
visited Ottoman cities. The expression of surprise, 
admiration, disgust, enthusiasm or pessimism and 
resignation draws emotional borders within the 
Ottoman Empire between what should be in and 
what should be out, according to the ideas that 
the dervis has of it. Çelebi’s emotions led him to 
acknowledge a sensitive commensurability between 
the different religious communities that composed 
the urban population of the empire, to hierarchise 
these cities and sometimes, like for Vienna, reveal 
their Ottomanity or, as for Mecca, to denounce their 
foreignness. 

David Do Paço is currently a research and teaching fellow at 
Sciences-Po Paris. He was previously a Max Weber Fellow at 
the EUI and a Junior Core Fellow at the Central European 
University Institute for Advanced Study. His research, 
combining urban, social and diplomatic history, looks at the 
multiple circles of social belonging in which international 
agents operated and examines the elements of 
commensurability built across diverse empires. His current 
project explores the social dimensions of regional 
integration in a cross-cultural context between Central 
Europe, south-eastern Europe and the Eastern 
Mediterranean. His publications include L’Orient à Vienne au 

dix-huitième siècle (Voltaire Foundation, 2015).

Beyond ‘Mediterranean’ Encounters? 
The Boulignys’ Correspondence and 
Mobile Experiences Across the World 
(1760–1800)

PABLO HERNÁNDEZ SAU  
(European University Institute)

From the 1760s, the Boulignys – a Marseille 
merchant family who had settled in Alicante at the 
beginning of the eighteenth century – re-allocated 
its members beyond the geographical limits of 
the Mediterranean Sea. The Seven Years War had 
accelerated a global interconnection and mobility 
that reinforced links among distant regions, such 
as the Ottoman Levant, the Spanish Mediterranean 
Coast and the Mississippi. The Boulignys were 
active agents in this, utilising their mobility in 
Mediterranean encounters as part of the emotional 
connectivity taking shape across the world. Some 
family members remained in Alicante, while others 
served abroad, as the first permanent Spanish 
ambassador at the Ottoman Court, for instance, 
and as Captain in Louisiana, the new Spanish 
colony after the Seven Years War. As a result of their 
mobility, the Bouligny brothers exchanged letters 
about their transcultural experiences in Istanbul 
and New Orleans, which surpassed the limits of the 
Mediterranean Sea and connected their experiences 
through space. This paper uses the Bouligny family 

correspondence with two main aims. Firstly, it seeks to 
challenge the ‘Mediterranean’ geographical limitation 
of Mediterranean transcultural encounters to the 
limits of the Mediterranean Sea and, secondly, it aims 
to recover the experiences and emotions exchanged by 
‘Mediterranean’ agents across the world.

Pablo Hernandez Sau is a fourth-year doctoral researcher 
at the EUI, working on Mediterranean and Ottoman 
history. His thesis is titled ‘Interaction Between Levants: 
The Bouligny Family Case and Mediterranean Social 
Networks in the Eighteenth-Century Global System’.

Migration, Conflict and Identity in the 
Mediterranean, c.1815–1830 

MAURIZIO ISABELLA  
(MIAS-Madrid and Queen Mary University of 
London)

Taking the Greek diaspora on the eve of the Greek 
revolution as its starting point, this paper explores 
the ways in which mobility, conflict and revolution 
interacted in the post-Napoleonic period across 
the Mediterranean. It looks at the resilience of old 
types of migration and identity and the formation 
of new ones in the context of colonial expansion, 
military activities and revolution. By so doing, the 
paper shows that ethnicity and religion were not the 
only factors determining displacement in the age 
of revolution. Along with new forms of revolutionary 
internationalism, intolerance and violence against 
foreigner communities emerged not only in the context 
of the Greek revolution, but also in France, Spain and 
Portugal in the same decade, as a result of political 
changes and civil wars.

Maurizio Isabella is Senior Lecturer in Modern History at 
Queen Mary University of London, and is currently senior 
EURIAS fellow at the Madrid Institute for Advanced Study. 
He specialises in intellectual, political and cultural history, 
with a focus on Italy and the Mediterranean in the 
nineteenth century, and on transnational connections and 
exchanges. He is currently working on a history of the 
revolutions of southern Europe in the 1820s in global 
context. His publications include Risorgimento in Exile: 
Italian Emigrés and the Liberal International in the 
Post-Napoleonic Era (Oxford University Press, 2009) and, as 
co-editor, Mediterranean Diasporas: Politics and Ideas in the 
Long Nineteenth Century (Bloomsbury Publishing, 2016).

Merchants and Artisans on the Move: 
Emotional Responses to Foreign 
Environments

LUCA MOLÀ  
(European University Institute)

Merchants and skilled craftsmen commonly travelled 
and/or migrated to different parts of Europe and the 
Middle East throughout the late medieval and early 
modern period. Their movements and adaptations 
to foreign countries, however, have been studied 
mostly from an economic or social point of view. This 
paper will discuss how the private correspondence 
and other documentation produced by Italian traders 
and artisans between 1400 and 1600 could help us 
to understand their emotional reactions to various 
working environments, and how their choices were 
informed or conditioned by these reactions.

Luca Molà is Professor of Early Modern European History 
at the EUI and a founding member of the University of 
Warwick’s Global History and Culture Centre (2007). He 
has published on the history of industrial production and 
trade during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, on the 
migration of skilled technicians and on the political 
economies of European states in favour of innovation. He 
is finishing a study on the birth of patents and intellectual 
property rights on inventions in Italy during the 
Renaissance and the early modern age, and is currently 
working on the history of the Italian silk industry and the 
role of Italy during the first globalisation (1400–1700). He 

recently edited a volume on Italian Technology from the 
Renaissance to the Twentieth Century (Bloomsbury 
Publishing, 2014). He also has an interest in the public 
dissemination of historical research, and curated an 
exhibition, ‘On the Silk Road: Ancient Paths between 
East and West’, held at the Palazzo delle Espozioni in 
Rome, 2012–2013.

'Egli ed io ben ravvisatici ci 
abbracciammo, vedendolo carico 
di catene come schiavo’: Hostility, 
Curiosity and Sympathy in Early 
Modern Mediterranean Slavery

RAFFAELLA SARTI  
(University of Urbino)

Count Marsigli, who was a slave of the ‘Turks’ 
after the battle of Vienna (1683), some time later, 
in Marseille, came across by chance a slave who 
turned out to be a cousin of his former masters, 
and precisely the man who every evening had 
been in charge of chaining him to a pole to 
prevent him from fleeing overnight. The two men 
recognised and hugged each other. According to 
his testimony, Marsigli successfully managed to 
obtain the liberation of the slave. Such a story well 
illustrates the complex mix of hostility, cruelty, 
curiosity and even sympathy and solidarity that 
might characterise the encounters prompted by 
Mediterranean slavery in early modern times. 
Based on autobiographical texts written by early 
modern (former) slaves, this paper will illustrate 
some examples of this mix, which may provide an 
interesting contribution to the entangled histories of 
emotions in the Mediterranean, and also offer the 
opportunity for methodological reflection. 

Raffaella Sarti is Professor of Early Modern and Gender 
History at the University of Urbino. Her research 
interests cover gender history and the history of the 
family, the global history of domestic service, the 
history of slavery and the history of material culture in 
the Mediterranean. Her recent publications include 
Lavoro domestico e di cura: quali diritti? (Ediesse, 2010); 
a co-edited volume, Potere e violenza: Concezioni e 
pratiche dall’antichità all’età contemporanea (Edizioni di 
Storia e Letteratura, 2012); and Servo e padrone, o della 
(in)dipendenza. Un percorso da Aristotele ai nostri giorni, 
vol. I, Teorie e dibattiti (Alma Mater Studiorum Università 
di Bologna, 2015).

British Converts to Islam in the 

Mediterranean World 

JOHN SLIGHT  
(Open University)

This paper will offer a snapshot of the complicated 
lives and trajectories of a number of Britons who 
converted to Islam in the Mediterranean world from 
the seventeenth to twentieth centuries. Some were 
forced, such as Joseph Pitts, who was captured by 
Barbary pirates, sold into slavery and then went on 
the pilgrimage to Mecca. Others were voluntary, 
a product of active engagement with Islam while 
living in Muslim majority societies. While the history 
of emotions is an important and fruitful approach to 
studying the past, this paper will show the multiple 
difficulties in reconstructing the emotional histories 
of these converts through the sources left to us.

John Slight is Lecturer in Modern History at the Open 
University and currently a visiting fellow at the EUI. His 
research interests include: the relationship between 
British imperialism and Islamic religious practices; 
Arabia and the greater Middle East during the First 
World War; the Red Sea, its surrounding littorals and 
the area’s links with Britain since c.1850; and British 
converts to Islam and imperial state authorities. His 
book, The British Empire and the Hajj, 1856–1956 
(Harvard University Press, 2015), was awarded the 
Institute of Commonwealth Studies’ Trevor Reese 
Memorial Prize in 2017.



NAPLES, 26 June 2017  
Società Nazionale di Scienze Lettere ed Arti  
Cultures in Movement: New Visions, New Conceptual Paradigms 
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International Seminar Series
contact: giovanni.tarantino@uwa.edu.au 

6 BUDAPEST, 18 June 2018  
Central European University, Institute for Advanced Study  
Religious Sentiments Across Central and Eastern Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean 

This workshop will look specifically at the relations between religion, religious sentiments and emotions across Central and Eastern Europe, Southeastern 
Europe and the Eastern Arab Mediterranean. The workshop will integrate two perspectives in terms of contact zones, by relating cross-imperial boundaries, 
contacts and transfers as well as religious boundaries within given multi-confessional societies. The central question will be what role religion played in shaping 
emotions and repertoires of emotion and perceptions thereof, including how to make sense of irrational emotions. How are similarities and differences of 
regimes of body language and emotional registers and economy explained in religious terms? How are religious traditions and formation in multi-confessional 
contexts inscribed in non-religious practices? When do such perceptions change and how do we as historians measure such change? To this end, the workshop 
will address issues of methodology and historical case studies, in which Islam will play a special, though not exclusive role. Methodologically, the focus will be on 
the tangibility or otherwise of religious sentiments in given materials and practices (Muslim, Jewish, Orthodox, Catholic, and rejections thereof). As for empirical 
studies, the workshop will focus on case studies involving the complex relationship of body, religious practice and emotion, including sentiments disavowing the 
impact of religion on the economy of emotion and religious sentiments.

FLORENCE, 5 February 2018  
European University Institute 
Mediterranean Encounters: People in Motion 

PERTH, 14 December 2017  
The University of Western Australia 
Entangled Histories of Things in the Mediterranean World  

SPLIT, 25 September 2017  
Centre for the Study of Emotions in Cross-Cultural Exchange 
Portals: Spaces of Encounter, Entanglement and Exchange  

The category of Orientalism, understood as a product of Western authors, artists and the like, has been superseded, and so too has a unitary vision of the 
vast and complex Eastern world of the Near East. However, a conception that is no longer static but the fruit of historic, spatiotemporal and emotional 
transformations has yet to be adequately placed at the centre of the ‘Mediterranean world’ in a culturally broad sense. Such a view requires the testing 
of new paradigms and investigative methodologies, and of new conceptual tools. In this seminar, the point of observation will be reciprocal legacies, the 
transfer and translation-appropriation of knowledge, objects and goods, and migrations of bodies, ideas, visions and emotions – all of which have made 
the Mediterranean not a barrier but a point of contact between different and plural cultures.

South East Europe is a key historical contact zone for the encounter of Continental, Mediterranean and Steppe cultures from the classical world, 
through the Middle Ages and early modern period. This history of cultural and emotional entanglement is inscribed in many of the region’s geographical 
features: from the Adriatic to the Black Sea; the Danube – the main artery of the region – and connected inland waterways; the complex landscapes of 
mountains, coastal strips, islands, river mouths, ravines and fertile river plains. These distinctive landscapes have created natural and imaginary liminal 
zones:  a series of fluid borderlines and cultural portals that criss-cross the South East. This seminar explores these sites of encounter, asking what role 
topography and landscape might play in the shaping of cultural portals of conflict and exchange. It considers the spaces and media through which these 
various cultures communicated with each other in South East Europe, in terms of cultural, commercial, artistic and emotional exchange; in periods 
of peace, and of confrontation. How is emotion used to calibrate cultural differences and exchanges between groups? And how might the historical 
geographies of encounter and exchange – and their attendant emotional entanglements – provide useful terms or models for the study of cultural 
experience and expression of emotion?

This workshop will have a particular focus on the interactions of subject, material and emotional formations, applying a ‘new materialities’ analytical 
paradigm to examine the entangled trajectories, transmissions and transfers of people, ideas and objects across Mediterranean spaces. It thus advances 
research on the interconnected histories of people, places and things in circulation in the Mediterranean world over a long historical timeframe. The 
workshop seeks to apply new methodological lenses to the complex and entangled history of the geo-cultural space the Mediterranean World. These new 
analytical frameworks demand that we consider people, places and things as having entangled subjective, affective, emotional and material lives that are 
mutually constitutive. As such, these theories suggest that we cannot study individuals and societies outside of their interactions with material entities 
such as spaces and places and affective experiences, but only in relation to them – and likewise, spaces, objects and emotional experience as relational 
constructs produced through interactions with people. Thus, people, places and things are ‘entangled’.

This workshop will examine people on the move and contacts between different cultures in the Mediterranean world. On the one hand, travel accounts 
provide a rich source for exploring the emotions involved in intercultural encounters, but the contacts of various types of travellers (diplomats, 
merchants, as well also others travelling professionally or forced into exile) can also be explored through their private correspondence. The trajectories 
of individuals who changed both culture and religion, whether by force or choice, can also be fruitfully explored through the prism of emotions. The 
emotions involved in intercultural encounters are more varied than is often assumed in studies of ‘Orientalism’, and can thus help to shed new light on 
Mediterranean history. This workshop will provide an opportunity to reflect on how studying the great variety of Mediterranean encounters through the 
lens of emotions can enrich our understanding of them.

BRISBANE, 3 May 2018  
The University of Queensland 
Entangled Histories of Gender in the Mediterranean World 

This workshop will focus on gender as a product and driver of interactions in the medieval Mediterranean, especially France, Spain, Italy, north Africa and 
the Holy Land. Through a number of case studies, the workshop asks how gender and emotion both inform and are reflected in historical relationships 
between people, places and things. It will also broadly interrogate whether the well-worn idea of gender as a category of analysis can still serve as a 
fruitful framework/paradigm for the transcultural, multivalent and deeply relational histories – or entangled histories – of the medieval Mediterranean. 


