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As	  part	  of	  its	  international	  research	  collaboration,	  the	  ARC	  Centre	  of	  Excellence	  for	  the	  
History	  of	  Emotions	  funds	  outstanding	  international	  scholars	  in	  the	  field	  to	  visit	  one	  or	  
more	  of	  the	  Australian	  nodes	  for	  a	  period	  of	  between	  four	  weeks	  and	  two	  months,	  to	  
work	  with	  members	  of	  the	  Centre	  on	  a	  research	  program	  of	  their	  choice.	  Visitors	  are	  
invited	  to	  present	  their	  work	  in	  lectures	  or	  symposia,	  where	  they	  will	  receive	  feedback	  
from	  and	  engage	  in	  discussion	  with	  members	  of	  the	  Centre,	  promoting	  collaborative	  
research.	  	  
	  
James	  Simpson	  is	  the	  Donald	  P.	  and	  Katerine	  B.	  Loker	  Professor	  of	  English	  at	  Harvard	  
University.	  He	  was	  awarded	  a	  CHE	  Distinguished	  International	  Visiting	  Fellowship	  in	  2015.	  
He	  spent	  a	  month	  working	  with	  the	  Centre	  at	  The	  University	  of	  Melbourne,	  with	  visits	  to	  
the	  CHE	  nodes	  in	  Perth	  and	  Brisbane.	  	  
	  
James	  was	  formerly	  based	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Cambridge,	  where	  he	  was	  University	  
Lecturer	  in	  English	  and	  Professor	  of	  Medieval	  and	  Renaissance	  English.	  He	  is	  a	  Life	  Fellow	  
of	  Girton	  College	  and	  an	  Honorary	  Fellow	  of	  the	  Australian	  Academy	  of	  the	  Humanities.	  
He	  was	  educated	  at	  Scotch	  College	  Melbourne,	  The	  University	  of	  Melbourne	  (BA)	  and	  the	  
University	  of	  Oxford	  (MPhil),	  and	  he	  holds	  a	  doctorate	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Cambridge.	  
His	  books	  include:	  Piers	  Plowman:	  An	  Introduction	  to	  the	  B-‐Text	  (Longman,	  1990);	  Sciences	  
and	  the	  Self	  in	  Medieval	  Poetry	  (Cambridge	  University	  Press,	  1995);	  Reform	  and	  Cultural	  
Revolution,	  volume	  2	  of	  the	  Oxford	  English	  Literary	  History	  (Oxford	  University	  Press,	  
2002);	  Burning	  to	  Read:	  English	  Fundamentalism	  and	  its	  Reformation	  Opponents	  (Harvard	  
University	  Press,	  2007);	  and	  Under	  the	  Hammer:	  Iconoclasm	  in	  the	  Anglo-‐American	  
Tradition	  (Oxford	  University	  Press,	  2010).	  	  
	  
James	  comments	  below	  on	  his	  time	  as	  a	  Distinguished	  International	  Visitor	  with	  CHE.



	  

	  
	  
I spent the month of June 2015 as Distinguished International Visitor with the Centre 

for the History of Emotions. I participated in and/or delivered papers at the 

following events: 

1. ‘Reading the Face: Image, Text and Emotion’ symposium, 2–4 June 2015, The 

University of Melbourne. 

2. Lecture, ‘Measure for Measure: Embracing the Hypocrite; Embracing 

Hypocrisy’, 9 June 2015, The University of Western Australia. 

3. Seminar about my current book project, Permanent Revolution: Surviving the 

Long English Reformation, 9 June 2015, The University of Western Australia. 

4. Interview at The University of Western Australia. 

5. Lecture, ‘The Cultural History of Hypocrisy: Late Medieval to Early Modern,’ 

17 June 2015, The University of Melbourne. 

6. Participation in History of Emotions seminar, 22 June 2015.  

7. Lecture, ‘Early Modern Hypocrisy and the Priesthood of all Believers: Measure 

for Measure’, 26 June 2015, The University of Queensland. 

At each node, I was welcomed with warm and solicitous hospitality. I thank the 

following individuals particularly for the care they put into my visits: Professors 

Andrew Lynch (The University of Western Australia); Stephanie Trigg (The 

University of Melbourne); and Peter Holbrook (The University of Queensland). 

 

As will be clear from my engagements listed above, I am working on two projects 

pertinent to the history of the emotions: (i) an account of literary understanding as 

fundamentally dependent on recognition; and (ii) a history of sixteenth- and 

seventeenth-century evangelical religion as a movement driven by commitment to 

permanent revolution. 

 

The first of these projects argues that literary cognition is a matter more of recovery 

than discovery, more an invention (in the older sense of that word as a ‘find’ of the 

already there) than a discovery of the never before known. The fundamental 

hermeneutic persuasion of this project is that cognition is dependent on recognition. 



	  

We learn to recognise works of art on the model of the way in which we recognise 

known faces. The symposium ‘Reading the Face’ was crucial for me, as it made clear 

to me how cognition was too limited a concept for my project: affect was every bit as 

much a player as cognition, even if the full force of affect is also, as it is for cognition, 

a matter of re-cognition, re-feeling. Literary traditions and texts, like all other artistic 

forms, teach us how to read them. They teach us how to recognise and acknowledge 

their force, through training us to be ‘attuned’ to their ‘face’, in repetitive experiences 

of thought and emotion. The effect of that repetitive training is not a reactionary 

return to the past, but a reformative turn to the future. The quality and content of 

each paper in the beautifully constructed ‘Reading the Face’ symposium contributed 

to my own thoughts on the subject, especially the papers by Jane Davison about the 

way in which the pianist’s face teaches us to listen to the music; by Stephanie Trigg 

and her very suggestive account of the mutable face of Fortune in medieval texts and 

images; and the astonishing presentation by Bindi Cole about her installation We all 

Need Forgiveness, in which each of the very many forgiving faces taught us how to 

read each of the others. 

 

The second of these projects is titled Permanent Revolution: Surviving the Long English 

Reformation. This project will run the argument that the Reformation is the first 

cultural formation of permanent revolution, in which cultural agents are committed 

through doctrinal purity and psychological necessity to undo the work of their 

revolutionary forebears. I am especially interested in the psychological necessity of 

this need, since the evangelical revolution imposed soul-crushing disciplines from 

which its adherents needed to escape. I look to the following practices and 

experiences to observe these escape mechanisms in action: working; reading; 

personal authenticity; theatre; image making; personal agency. The topic I pursued 

in June 2015 was especially pertinent to the history of emotions: personal 

authenticity, and in particular the evangelical fear of, and inevitable submission to, 

the horror of hypocrisy. Evangelical communities were in part driven and soldered 

by, even as they were riven by, that emotional horror. Audiences in Perth, 

Melbourne and Queensland were exceptionally receptive and responsive to my 



	  

lecture, revealing to me that the charge of hypocrisy is a feature of all revolutionary 

situations, not least because people must pretend to support the new order. I was 

also interested to see how we still fear hypocrisy; we may have escaped the most 

punishing pressures of the evangelical revolution, but remain in thrall to the most 

pressing and emotional of those pressures. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


