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This book explores the ways in which theologians at the early 
University of Paris promoted the development of this new 
centre of education into a prominent institution within late 
medieval society. Drawing upon a range of evidence, including 
many theological texts available only in manuscripts, Spencer 
Young uncovers a vibrant intellectual community engaged in 
debates on such issues as the viability of Aristotle’s natural 
philosophy for Christian theology, the implications of the 
popular framework of the seven deadly sins for spiritual and 
academic life, the social and religious obligations of educated 
masters, and poor relief. Integrating the intellectual and 
institutional histories of the Faculty of Theology, Young 
demonstrates the historical significance of these discussions 
for both the university and the thirteenth- century church. He 
also reveals the critical role played by many of the early 
university’s lesser-known members in one of the most 
transformative periods in the history of higher education.

• Integrates the intellectual and institutional history of the 
early University of Paris

• Uses new theological texts to demonstrate the critical 
importance of previously unknown intellectuals in the 
development of the early university

• An important contribution to the history of higher 
education

For more information on this title, please visit the CUP website: 
www.cambridge.org/SCUP1 (prices in Australian dollars, GST inc). 
Cambridge University Press, The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge 
CB2 8RU, UK

Spencer Young is a specialist in the intellectual, 
educational and religious history of medieval 
Europe. His research interests include the 
history of universities, poverty and poor relief, 
and the social and cultural impact of the 
concept of the seven deadly sins. His project 
analyses sermons, theological treatises and 
confessional literature in order to understand 
how ideas about sin, penance and conversion 
influenced the emotional life of European 
Christians in the later Middle Ages.
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