
Image: Louis Jean François Lagrenée, 
Poetry, c.1765, oil on copper.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

Associate Professor David Ruiter is based at the University of Texas at El Paso, where he is currently the university’s Associate Provost for Strategic 
Initiatives. Ruiter has also served as Chair of the Department of English and Director of the Literature Program at UTEP, where he worked successfully 
to diversify the faculty and update the curriculum. His research has focused on Shakespeare, with current projects including Shakespeare and Social 

Justice and Just Play: Theatre as Social Justice. Apart from courses on Shakespeare, his teaching includes courses on the history of literary forms 
and on detective fiction.  He is also at work, with Roy Mathew, on a book tentatively entitled Border Crossing in American Public Higher Education.  
Professor Ruiter’s visit has been sponsored by the University of Queensland Node of the ARC Centre for the History of Emotions (UQ CHE).

Dr Meegan Hasted is a Postdoctoral Visiting Fellow with UQ CHE. She is also an Honorary Research Fellow with the School of Communication and Arts 
at UQ. Her doctoral and postdoctoral research has focused on Romantic-era literature and science.  She is on the Executive Committee of the Romantic 
Studies Society of Australasia, holds degrees from UQ and the University of Sydney, and has taught literature extensively at both institutions. She has 
published on Keats and astronomy and is currently working on a manuscript entitled Romantic Cosmology: Astronomy and Geology in the Poetry of 
Keats, Shelley, and Byron. 

Dr Indy Clark is also a Postdoctoral Visiting Fellow with UQ CHE. He teaches at the University of Queensland. His doctoral thesis, on Thomas Hardy’s 
poetry, received the University of Queensland Dean’s Award for Research Higher Degree Excellence. His book, Thomas Hardy’s Pastoral: An Unkindly 

May, was published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2015. Other publications include: “Imagined Villages and Knowable Communities: Work and the Pastoral 
in Thomas Hardy’s Poetry” in Pockets of Change (2011), articles for the Hardy Society Journal and Colloquy, and the annual research survey, “The 
Year’s Work in Hardy Studies” for Victorian Poetry.  His current project is The Future in the Past: Garden City Poetry, 1885–1936.

DATE:     Friday 10 May 2019
TIME:     10:30am-1pm, with morning tea from 10:00am
VENUE:    University of Queensland Art Museum Boardroom (Building 11),
    The University of Queensland, St. Lucia
RSVP:     Free. All welcome. 
    Please RSVP by Wednesday 8 May to uqche@uq.edu.au 

PRESENTERS:

SYMPOSIUM 
Three Papers in Contemporary Literary Study: 
Literature and the Political, Renaissance to Modern

The ARC Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions presents:



“Refugees, Hospitality, and Dangerous Conversations in The Jungle and Hamlet”

David Ruiter
 
A year ago, The Jungle, a play about life in the Calais refugee camp, in some ways shined a new light on the 
reality of my own community of El Paso, Texas—now increasingly in the media and President Trump’s mouth 
because of the relentless conversation about a wall (which, by the way, has already existed in El Paso for 
many years) and because of an important conversation about the real plight of the refugees and asylum 
seekers who continue their own desperate journeys in hope of finding homes in Europe, Canada, and the 
United States.  But it also illuminated some issues that I have worked on frequently in Shakespeare—issues 
of hospitality, alienation, community, and otherness.  In this talk, I remain hopeful that bringing together 
these realities, of the displaced and deracinated with the literary and theatrical, might still offer some possi-
bility of creative solutions to urgent problems. 

“The Science of Eternity in Keats's Hyperion Poems”

Meegan Hasted

The Hyperion poems of 1818-1819 emerge from Keats’s career-long pondering of cosmological themes. His 
poetic interest in mortality and immortality, heavenly states and the eternal is, I argue, underpinned from 
Endymion onwards by a shrewd awareness of contemporary developments in astronomy and geology. By 
1819, the radical hypotheses of these sciences (called the “terrible muses” by Tennyson) confronted intellec-
tuals like Keats with both the sublime scope and changeability of the heavens and the probability that natu-
ral laws, once thought uniquely to privilege the Earth and humankind, were in fact universal. Both stars and 
mountains, according to scientists such as William Herschel and James Hutton, were part of a life-cycle. Like 
Saturn overthrown by the Olympians, the universe had become poisoned with a disanointing “mortal oil” 
(Hyperion).  This paper considers the extent to which Keats’s rendering of the eternal and the immortal in 
Hyperion reveals an engagement with contemporary political and scientific debates about eternity and the 
universe.  

“The Future in the Past: Garden City Poetry, 1885–1936”

Indy Clark

The book project from which this paper is taken considers the complex negotiations between the future and 
the past at a time of enormous social and political change. I argue that the socialist idealism that produced 
the Garden City Movement also led to a tension in lyric poetry, as an impulse to look backwards competes 
with a need to look forward. I consider the relation between emotions in literary works and those involved in 
the construction of the social and material landscape: particularly how lyric poetry can shed light on 
attitudes to time, modernity, home, and community. Investigation of the processes that fostered the Garden 
City Movement and Arts and Crafts design shows that reading the historical future from a fixed point in the 
past provides a context for contemporary thought about the future. 


